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SUBJECT: COMELEC MEETS WITH RELIGIOUS GROUPS TO 
DISCUSS REFERENDUM 

REF: MANILA 1788 

1. COMELEC MEETING FEBRUARY 12 WITH VARIOUS RELIGIOUS 
GROUPS HAD BEEN ADVERTISED BY GOP AS "CONSULTATION'' TO 
HELP IN EFFORTS TO HOLD "F RE E AND ORDERLY" REFERENDUM 
FEBRUARY 27. IT TURNED OUT INSTEAD TO BE ONE-SIDED 
AFFAIR WITH MOST TIME DEVOTED TO EXPLANATION BY COMMIS- 
SIONER PEREZ OF VARIOUS REFERENDUM INSTRUCTIONS AND 
PROCEDURES. 

2. ACCORDING MSGR. CORNELIO PARADO, CBCP ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY GENERAL, WHO ATTENDED SESSION, COMELEC IN 
EFFECT REJECTED POINTS 3 (NON-PARTISAN WATCHDOG ELECTION 
COMMITTEE) AND 4 (SUSPENSION OF PENALTIES FOR NON- VOTERS) 
PROPOSED BY CBCP TO MAKE REFERENDUM "MEANINGFUL" (SEE 
MANILA 1499). WITH RESPECT POINT 3, PEREZ POINTED OUT 
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HAD AUTHORITY APPOINT UP TO 5 OBSERVERS, AND THAT SHOULD 
BE SUFFICIENT TO MEET CHURCH’S REQUIREMENTS. 

3. PARADO COMMENTED TO EMBASSY THAT OBSERVERS WOULD BE 
NOTHING MORE THAN JUST THAT: THEY WOULD HAVE NO POWER TO 
SUPERVISE EITHER VOTING OR COUNTING OF BALLOTS. AS FAR 

AS POINT 4 WAS CONCERNED, PEREZ STATED THAT PENALTIES 
FOR NON-VOTERS STILL HELD. HOWEVER, HE TOLD CHURCHMEN, 
THERE WOULD BE NO PENALTIES FOR "ABUSES OR BAD CONDUCT" 
DURING THE VOTING PERIOD. 

4. COMMENT: CBCP IS OBVIOUSLY DISAPPOINTED WITH OUT- 
COME MEETING WHICH WAS MORE LECTURE THAN CONSULTATION. 
PEREZ APPARENTLY TOLD GROUP IN EFFECT THAT REFERENDUM 
GUIDELINES ALREADY LAID DOWN AND COULD NOT BE UNDONE AT 
THIS LATE DATE. IN ATTEMPT TO ALLAY CBCP UNHAPPINESS 
WITH RESULTS MEETING, PEREZ HAS REPORTEDLY EXTENDED 
INVITATION TO CARDINAL ROSALES AND 4 CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
(INCLUDING ALBERTO, CLAVER, AND VARELA) TO MEET WITH 

HIM AGAIN FEBRUARY 15. CBCP HAS NOT DECIDED YET WHETHER 
TO ACCEPT OFFER. 

SULLIVAN 
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